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RESISTANCE IN HIGH SCHOOLS 
Hardly a city in this country has not 
had boycotts, pickets, petitions, sus-
pensions, controversy over the high_ 
schools. In Milwaukee students wear-
ing red and white Milwaukee 14 arm 
bands to school were threatened with 
expulsion; they stood up for their po-
litical symbol - and won. One result 
is a plan for a city-wide conference 
open only to high school students. In 
Boston and Chicago, among other places, 
black students have demanded recognition 
of their own culture in dress· regula-
tions and courses of study. In Lincoln, 
Nebraska great controversy and interest 
were aroused when members of the Nebras-
ka Draft Resistance Union leafletted a 
high school football game with invita-
tions to draft counselling. In Balti-
more the editor of an underground high 
school paper was suspended just after 
he got an ad for draft counselling in 
the "legitimate" school paper, which 
was then confiscated. One could mul-
tiply such examples endlessly. 
Not surprisingly, the draft is an even 
livelier issue among high school stu-
dents than among their older brothers. 
College students are safe, for a while. 
A majority of high school students face 
the draft soon after graduation. Those 
not yet 18 must deal with an immediate 
question of resistance: whether or not 
to register. But perhaps the most im-
portant.factor is the idea, increasingly 
persuasive to young people, that the 
high schools and the military are not 
very different in goals or methods. 
They are most ly authoritarian and rigid, 
run by a remote and elderly hierarchy 
whose immediate agents can often be 
bitterly hostile to their charges full 
of arbitrary rules about appearan~e and 
dress, narrow in ideology, and designed 
pri~arily to socialize young people into 
docile and malleable creatures. Without 
aont. on page 2 
0ESTEREICH AND O'BRIEN: WINDS OF CHANGE 
OR S,0,S, (SAME OLD - - - -)? 
Draft boards cannot act as "free-
wheeling agencies meting out their 
brand of justice in a vindictive man-
ner." And so on December 16 the Su-
preme Court, speaking through Justice 
Douglas, ruled that Jim Oestereich's 
induction order be cancelled (see RE-
SIST Newsletters 12 and 18). Jim's 
divinity student exemption had been 
taken from him by his Wyoming board 
after he returned his draft card in 
October, 1967. 
"We deal with conduct of a local 
board that is basically lawless," 
Douglas continued. "It is ·no differ-
ent in constitutional implications from 
a case where induction of an ordained 
~inister or other clearly exempt person 
is ordered (a) to retaliate against the 
pers9n because of his political views 
or (b) to be-ar down on him for his 
religious views or his racial atti-
tudes or (c) to get him out of town so 
that the amorous interests of a Board 
member might be better served (our 
emphasis)." 
A victory. The Solicitor General 
and six Justices (Stewart, Brennan 
and White dissented) had combined forces 
and blocked General Hershey at h~s most 
extreme. And yet it was a small vic-
t~ry on the narrowest possible grounds. 
Jim had tried to demonstrate that the 
entire delinquency procedure (by which 
a person can be drafted for breaking 
a SS law) violated Constitutional guar-
antees of due process. This was never 
discussed in the decision, which simply 
states that local Boards cannot remove 
exemptions from persons already exempt-
ed by Congress. Other issues -
free speech, the draft, the 
aont. on page 2 
OESTEREICH AND O'BRIEN cont. 
war - were also not mentioned. If 
there is a sign it is not in the 
Oestereich but in the O'Brien decision. 
Any victory is important. Yet we 
must be careful. Too many of us are 
still uncomfortable in our new anti-
establishment roles, all too ready to 
· return to our old lives at the slight-
est hint of a bombing halt or a favor-
able court decision. 
On November 13, U.S. District Court 
Judge Caffrey suspended David O'Brien's 
6-year prison sentence, granting proba-
tion conditional upon 2 years' civilian 
work in a hospital. Although O'Brien 
was forced to demonstrate a "change in 
attitude" toward the SS before the 
Judge's ruling, this too was widely 
heralded as a victory. The Boston 
Globe felt that the decision "antici-
pates the day when those who chose jail 
out of deep revulsion against the Viet-
nam conflict be regarded by most Ameri-
cans as farsighted martyrs." Prosecu-
tor Wall (of Boston Five infamy) ex-
claimed that now "other registrants 
(would) disregard entirely all the reg-
ulations and rules of the Selective 
Service System." 
Wall need not have worried. Twenty-
seven days later another man stood 
before Judge Caffrey. Bill Curry had 
sought CO status for 2 years. When 
finally ordered to report for induction 
he refused. The defense asked that his 
sentence be suspended. The prosecution 
asked for 2 years. Judge Caffrey or-
dered three.--Mike Zigmond 
INFORMATION ON HIGH SCHOOL ORGANIZING 
RESIST needs names and addresses 
of individuals and groups doing high 
school organizing. We are putting to-
gether a pamphlet on .high school organ-
izing that will contain both accounts 
of personal experiences and examples 
of organizing materials being used by 
different groups. If you are an organ-
izer or know someone who is,· please 
contact Allan Berube or Karen Weinberg, 
c/o RESIST, 763 Massachusetts Ave., #4, 
, Cambridge, Mass. 02139 (617 - 491-8076). 
RESISTANCE IN HIGH SCHOOLS cont. 
elaborately arguing the parallels, one 
student put it to me this way: "Look, 
the Army's just high school with guns." 
As high school students have resisted 
what they perceive as illegitimate au-
thority in their own lives, we have felt 
it our obligation to extend to them our 
encouragement and support. At the No-
vember RES I .ST Steering Committee meeting 
about half the proposals funded involved 
at least some high school organizing. 
Some of this work will, of course, focus 
on resistance to the war and the draft 
directly, but much of it, too, on the 
immediate issues of school life: cur-
riculum, dress, police harassment. We 
believe this extension of the areas of 
our support to be a natural, logical, 
and healthy outgrowth of the Call to 
Resist Illegitimate Authority. In the 
first place, unless work against the 
draft and the war is carried into high 
schools, it is often too late to help 
young men. Many of the Army and Marin~ 
deserters are high school graduates who 
were never reached by the anti-war move-
ment, volunteered or were drafted, and 
only then discovered what the American 
military is all about. But many more 
do not have the opportunity or courage 
to desert; they end up killing or dying 
in Vietnam. Good high school programs 
will help many such men in the future. 
Secondly, theoretical questions aside, 
the experience of social oppression and 
control is not very different for young 
people whether its source is the high 
school or the military. And for us, 
though working for change in America 
continues to mean working for an end 
to the war, it also means resisting 
other forms of illegitimate authority, 
especially when we discover them in our 
own communities - whether at the draft 
board or at the high school. 
We very much desire peoples' responses 
to this perspective. We also need in-
formation about high school programs. 
Has leafletting been done? Is there 
an underground paper? What approaches 
have worked with high school students? 
We want to convey your techniques and 
successes to others and to understand 
better where our own obligations and 
priorities lie.-Paul Lauter 
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THE CCNY SANCTUARY 
(The following report on the Sanc-
tuary at the City College of New York 
was written for the RESIST Newsletter 
by Alfred H. Conrad, a member of the 
faculty who teaches economics at CCNY.) 
The City College Sanctuary began on 
October 31 as a "vigil of protest," ~ 
pre-election, pre-Dow Chemical demon-
stration held with the permission of 
the College Administration. A few 
students came prepared to defy the 
authorities, mostly by bringing pot 
into the Finley Center Ballroom along 
with their bedrolls and guitars. (But 
marijuana is no more novel on the City 
College campus than it is around the 
country in general.) The vigil had 
been arranged - "organized" implies 
too much - by the SOS and the City 
College Commune. It became a Sanctu-
ary when Pvt. William Brakefield, AWOL 
from Fort Devens since October 2, was 
directed to the Ballroom by the New 
York Resistance. Brakefield's arrival 
and his quiet explanation of what he 
was doing changed the nature of the 
event. What had started almost as a 
party gradually became a serious act 
of resistance. It was not an open-
ended act: Probably nobody in the 
Center during the first days had any 
illusions about shielding Bill Brake-
field from the military police indef-
initely. Only the timing of the end 
was indeterminate. 
On Friday, November 1, a request 
for permission to stay on at Finley 
Center was granted by the Administra-
tion. The Ballroom would be available 
to the vigil, now a Sanctuary, until 
Monday afternoon. But the first night 
had been badly disorganized. The Ad-
ministration was already charging stu-
dents with vandalism and pot-smoking. 
By Monday, conservative members of the 
faculty were preparing statements to 
publicize their sense of outrage, and 
the liberal faculty were explaining 
how they had been "turned-off" by the 
excesses of the community. What was 
not clear - certainly not to those who 
returned to the campus Monday morning 
and had their first news of the Sanc-
cont. on page 4 
WINTER MOBILIZATIONS 
A number of mobilizations have been 
sceduled for Washington, D.C., over 
the next two months. 
JANUARY 18-20: MOBE 
Qn January 18, 19, and 20 the 
National Mobilization plans to spon-
sor a series of events in-Washington, 
D.C. organized around the inauguration. 
Knowing that many people associated 
with RESIST will be in Washington that 
week-end, RESIST will use this oppor-
tunity to hold a workshop at which 
people will be able to share ideas 
about the· direction of the movement, 
strategy and tactics, and their expe-
riences with various kinds of organiz-
ing. For more information, please 
contact the RESIST office in Cambridge. 
riB 3-5: CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED 
An "education-action project" 
sponsored by the Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned About Vietnam has been 
scheduled for Feb.3-5. Unlike past 
mobilizations, the event will include 
7 lecture-discussion sessions on 
American foreign policy, economics 
and the military, and Selective Service. 
In addition there will be Congressional 
visits, meetings with various govern-
mental agencies and direct action. 
For more information contact Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned, 475 Riverside Dr. 
New York, 10027. 
FEBRUARY 2·0: MOTHERS' DRAFT RESISTANCE 
The MDR is circulating a petition 
in opposition to the "Selective 
Slavery System", calling on President 
Nixon to act on campaign promises for 
a volunteer army. The petition will 
be presented to Nixon, the Congress, 
and the Selective Service on Feb. 20 
one month after inauguration day. 
Contact Mothers' Draft Resistance , 
Box 501, Route 2, Frederick, Md 217 1 
THE CCNY SANCTUARY cont. 
tuary in the form of excited stories 
about sex and severed telephone lines 
- was that the community had by then 
weathered two crises and experienced 
one stirring victory. 
First, there had been a food crisis 
perhaps more accurately, a housekeep-
ing breakdown. Since the horizon could 
not reasonably have be·en set more than 
one day off - the Federal marshals 
seemed always imminent - nobody thought 
seriously about planning to fe_ed an 
unpredictable number of people; much 
less consideration was given to the 
other, less compelling aspects of 
housing. There were outright acts of 
thoughtless vandalism, which were con-
demned by the vast majority. There 
were some shared bedrolls and, at 
first, a fair amount of grass smoke. 
But, as the Sanctuary became aware of 
itself, people generally realized that 
it would be difficult to convey Bill 
Brakefield's message if the whole com-
munity got busted on a pot charge. By 
then, however, the Administration had 
formed its opinion: nothing counted but 
fornication, vandalism, communal bath-
rooms, and the usurpation of the rights 
of others (specifically, a House Plan 
Association pre-election event sched-
uled for the Ballroom). By Monday 
there were almost as many committees 
as discussion groups, and money was 
being collected within the Sanctuary 
to pay for the phone wires and the 
broken cigarette machine. But neither 
liberals nor Deans could be convinced 
to come in and talk about civil dis-
obedience, moral witness, or community, 
the questions that occupied more and 
more time within the Ballroom. The 
Sanctuary had, it then seemed, been 
redefined by its opponents. 
The second crisis came on Sunday 
when Bill Brakefield left, with a Re-
sistance group, to join a demonstra-
tion at Fort Dix. The Sanctuary was 
reduced to a few hungry, weary die-
hards, not sure that Brakefield would 
return or that the few hundred students 
who had been in on the beginning of the 
"vigil of protest" would return to sit 
page 4 
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with him. At that time a small sos-
Commune group decided to extend the 
protest to the Dow Chemical interviews. 
A few people did occupy the Engineering 
Building, where the interviews were 
scheduled for Monday, and were promptly 
and quietly arrested when the building 
was opened in the morning. 
However, the more important police 
action on Monday came when two Federal 
marshals, supported by a small detail 
of local police, put handcuffs on Bill 
and then, faced with three or four hun-
dred students whose sympathies were un-
mistakable, removed them. Exhilarated, 
now really a sanctuary, the group tem-
porarily moved out later in the morning 
to demonstrate, successfully, against 
the Dow interviews. Brakefield spoke 
then and repeatedly in the days that 
followed, explaining why he had come, 
what the community and Sanctuary meant 
to him, and what part non-violence 
would play in his moral witness. 
Watching him from day to day, one had 
the feeling that this quiet nineteen-
year-old enlistee had more and more to 
teach and that he was at the same time 
learning from the experience, the dis-
cussions, and the community itself. 
There were rumblings from the Admin-
istration Building when the Sanctuary 
moved back ·into the Ballroom after the 
Dow confrontation, displacing the House 
Plan Association event. But it was not 
until Wednesday, after the quiet of 
Election Day when the Colleg.e was 
closed, that the sense of an imminent 
bust began to become critical. The 
crowd in the Ballroom grew during the 
day. Small groups argued about how to 
face the fact of failure on one level 
- Bill Brakefield would eventually be 
arrested - and how to define and derive 
dignity from the other level of their 
action - their moral witness and con-
scious resistance. Other groups talked 
about splitting, taking Bill down to 
Columbia, up to MIT, even up to Canada. 
The Sanctuary in some ways seemed to be 
coming apart, but out of frustration 
rather than fear. In other ways at 
that time, discussing the most impor-
cont. on next page 
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tant questions in the face of the 
increasingly shrill talk outside about 
vandalism, the Sanctuary seemed to be 
at its best. 
The inevitable bust came at 1:30 A.M. 
Thursday morning, without violence, at 
the hands of about five hundred police. 
There were one hundred and seventy-one 
arrests, all for criminal trespass, and 
for many who, like Bill, asked to be 
carried out, there was the added charge 
of resisting arrest. By nightfall most 
of the Sanctuary people were back on 
the campus, preparing a set of demands 
to be pressed upon the Administration. 
It is hard to say which caused more 
~ontroversy within the group ·- the 
demand that the trespass charge be 
- dropped, which seemed to many to be 
irrelevant because they were ready to 
be convicted, as Bill was, or the de-
mand that ROTC be removed from the cam-
pus, which some thought to be an im-
politic multiplication of the issues. 
The aftermath of the Sanctuary has 
been remarkable for the energy with 
which SOS and the Commune have pressed 
forward their opposition to recruiting 
by defense contractors at the College. 
The Faculty Council considered, and 
rejected, a resolution criticizing the 
faculty's unwillingness to consider the 
moral questions of the Sanctuary and 
censuring the President for calling the 
police without first consulting with 
the faculty. Another motion passed , 
censuri ng the action of calling the 
police without consultation without 
mentioning the President or his Admin-
istration. The liberal faculty is now 
more active in pressing for the removal 
o f academic credit from ROTC and in try-
ing to mediate between the protesters, 
on the one hand, and the Administration 
and engineering students, on the other, 
over the picketing and obstruction at 
defense contractors ' placement inter-
views. The radical students appear to 
h ave become more confident; the opposi-
tion, mostly among the engineering stu-
dents, is more vocal. If other students 
have been radicalized, in any sense, it 
was the result not of the police action 
THE CCNY SANCTUARY cont. 
but of the impact of Bill Brakefield's 
quiet example and the evident sense of 
community - responsibility, even, at 
the end - in the Sanctuary. In this 
regard, the disorganization of the 
first days was especially unfortunate. 
An opportunity was lost to appeal more 
widely to the student body and faculty 
to participate at least by discussion, 
as had been done with apparent success 
at MIT. But for those who watched with 
some degree of sympathy, who did not 
seize upon the vandalism as a handle 
with which to deal with the disturbing 
witness among them, the participants' 
s truggle to understand the operational 
failure and the symbolic success of 
their Sanctuary was more impressive 
than the initial failures of discipline 
and direction. 
If there are lessons, they are most 
apparent in the need for organization 
and for an awareness of the possibili-
ties offered to the discomfited opposi-
tion by the presence of large numbers 
of outsiders in a campus demonstration. 
The presence of some of the outsiders 
may have been unfortunate; but most of 
them are in a real sense part of the 
student community. University protest 
may become neater if it is restricted 
to those who can show their bona fides, 
or it may s imp ly become more sterile. 
As for organization and discipline, 
the students could certainly have im-
proved communication with those who 
were sympatheti c and hesitant. It is 
obvious that or ganization is desirable, 
but not obvious that advance planning 
can be effective when the situation, 
the participants , t he setting are all 
abstract. What ought to be obvious is 
that student protesters will be less 
liable to erratic, misplaced acts of 
defiance. and confrontation only as they 
come to feel, day-in and day-out, less 
isolated, less frustrated, less put-
down or patronized in their att empts 
to speak directly to the compl i city 
of their institutions. 
W H A T I S R E A L ? ? ? 
There are no ready lessons to be drawn from the card turn-ins of Nov. 14. 
Boston had no turn-in at all; Philadelphia had its largest ever. In some 
places turn-ins did not mark a significant deepening of resistance; in others 
they indicated the beginning of an effe-ctive resistance movement. Whatever 
meaning the events of the day had did not come out of - nor did it produce 
a common sense of strategy. 
But this should not have come as a surprise. The anti-war movement has 
been flGundering since it became diverted by the initial bombing halt and 
the election campaign. And here we all are looking toward inauguration day, 
STILL WAITING for something large and dramatic, instead of doing the hard work 
of resisting the draft, the war, and domestic oppression. 
Worst of all, our mail indicates that the Paris talks have plinded some to 
the realities of the war. It not only goes on; it has been intensified. The 
bombings in the South and in Laos are heavier than ever; search-and-destroy 
missions have been ~creased; casualities have gone up during the last two 
months. WHAT IS REAL? THE TALK OF PEACE IN PARIS OR THE DEATHS IN VIETNAM? 
There is, in fact, a great deal of resistance work going on, much of it in 
the high schools and the armed forces. However, the groups supporting these 
activities have f ailed - so far - to find a coherent political context for 
their rich variety of activities. We need to seriously consider and discuss 
our politic ~l goals but we must do so only while continuing to develop new 
ways of re3isting th~s murderous war. -Louis Kampf 
NEW MOVEMENT FILM 
The Resistance Caravan film is nearly 
finished. Shot last summer, it covers 
the trip which the Palo Alto Resistance 
made through cities and hinterlands of 
California in an old flat-bed truck -
the stage for their political movies, 
speakers, and blues band. 
The half-hour film is of a high tech-
nical and artistic level and is suitable 
for showing at fund-raising programs, 
on television, and in- theaters. Its 
overt political content has been sim-
plified and it should appeal to a wide 
audience from high school students to 
movement adults. 
Through the determination of the film-
maker, Christopher Tillam, and the gen-
erosity of sympathetic laboratories, 
the cost of making the film has been 
kept low. Yet, $60 0. in bills remain, 
and contributions are needed. 
Contributions - and requests for use 
of this and other movement films -
should be sent to: Martha Ansara Kay, 
The Resistance Caravan, 64 Kinnaird St., 
Cambridge, Mass. 02139 (617 - 876-1608). 
Checks can be made out to Martha. 
FUNDING REQUESTS GRANTED 
At its November and December meetings 
~he Steering Committee made the follow-
ing grants: 
Wisconsin Draft Resistance Union: for 
a press, high school organizing, and 
. "Links," a high school newspaper 
Pittsburgh Peace and Freedom Center: 
for a newspaper--
Cincinnati Draft Information Center: 
for general business operations 
Milwaukee Resistance: for seed money 
Columbia College Ci tiz•ens Council: for 
a four-part organizing program 
National Action Group: for expenses 
related to a salary for the M-14 
coordinator 
Boston Draft Resistance Group: to print 
copies of Vietnam GI for distribution 
in Boston 
Oakland Opposition Center: for program 
expenses 
Fargo-Moorehead Draft Center: for seed 
money 
Student Organizing Committee (Chicago): 
for high school organizing 
National Student Association: toward the 
next Draft Counselor Training Institute 
Detroit Resistance: for seed money 
Lynchburg College SSOC: for a mimeo 
machine · 
IMPORTANT 
Our mailing list is growing but it can be kept 
accurate and up-to-date only with your help. 
IF YOU WANT TO CONTINUE RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER, 
PLEASE RETURN THE FORM BELOW. 
The Newsletter is free but .•• the postage isn't! 
Ip order to meet postage costs, we find it 
necessary to ask that $3. accompany your 
re-subscription. 
It's a new year and 
-time for us to straighten out our files. 
-time to find out who wants a Newsletter and isn't 
getting one because of a wrong address, etc.; who 
receives more than one because of needless dupli-
cation; and who receives one but no longer wants to. 
-time for you to consider pledging a monthly con-
tribution to RESIST, if you don't already do so. 
(Those on our monthly pledge list need not send 
the $3. for postage unless they are feeling 
especially affluent.) 
r--
1 
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ME THE RESIST NEWSLETTER. 
, 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
~ 
NAME 
ADDRESS ____________ _ 
Enclosed is $3.00 for postage. ZIP COOlt. 
At this time I am unable to contribute toward postage, r 
but want to continue receiving the Newsletter. 
Enclosed is my$ 
of RESIST. ---
contribution to support the work 
I would like to contribute$ ·per month to RESIST. 
---
-- - --·----r 
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